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Introduction



Claims and Disclaimers



Close to Home



Tent Pole Antenna Parts
with 40m coil and guy system for windy days

Tunable Tip
can be adjusted in/out for the lowest SWR



40m Loading Coll
with easily removable jumper for 20m

Tent Pole Vertical on Spike Mount



Typical SWR

after tuning via adjustable tip



As I often do, I began the SSB portion of the activation on 40m
mitially looking for park-to-park (P2P) contacts with operators
who were spotted via POTA.APP on the web. That’s always a
good way to get a bunch of QSOs into the log right off the bat.
You can meet up with other activators and help them out as
well. This day was no exception, but 40m wasn’t particularly
strong, and spots only netted 6 P2Ps.

I stayed on 40m for the better part of an hour until the contacts
pretty much dried up. That’s my style: to wring out as many
QSOs with as many hunters as possible before changing bands.

Some activators get their 10 required QSOs (plus maybe a
couple “spares™) and then move on to another park or even

call it a day. That’s fine, but it isn’t the way I operate. In over
800 activations, I don’t like to leave a band or a park with
hunters actively trying to contact me, and I have only done so a
handful of times due to sunsets or attacking mosquitoes.

I was enjoying a quick coffee break before switching to 20m
when I saw a pickup truck approaching in my rear view mirror.
Had I gone down a private road? Was I out of bounds? There
was a moment of tension as the truck pulled up and parked
next to me and the driver rolled down his window.

I was greatly relieved to see a smile on the fellow’s face. He
introduced himself as Kevin, a manager and beekeeper, and he
was just curious what I was doing. It so happened that Kevin
was an electronics enthusiast and was very interested in the
technology I was using. I explained what POTA was and that

I was even the guy who literally wrote the book on it. He was
duly impressed, so I continued to show him the gear I had with
me including several other antennas in the back of my SUV.

We ended with a warm handshake, so this activation wasn’t so
much involved with solving technical problems as it was about
avoiding a personal one!



Tent Pole Vertical Antenna Deployed
Auerfarm State Park Scenic Reserve (US-9896)



Successful POTA
autographed on request



A few weeks later, I was back at Auerfarm and parked in the
exact same spot. This time, while I was operating, I heard a
vehicle approaching. When I turned around to look, there was
a young woman driving a classic red farm tractor pulling a
wagon full of children on a hayride!

I didn’t know it when I arrived, but I had parked in the spot
where “Jonni” normally turned her rig around. It was a wide
area, but she needed every bit of it due to the wagon in tow. |
quickly disconnected my antenna and was about to move the
car, but she said she would turn around somewhere else.

Jonni opened the gate and continued down the other side of the
hill. All was well with the kids enjoying an extended ride until
after she turned around and was trying to come back up the
icline. The weight of the wagon full of kids was just too much
and the tractor’s rear wheels started to spin on slippery grass.

About 10 minutes passed, and then I saw Kevin coming up the
hill driving a big John Deere to the rescue. He towed the red
tractor with wagon attached to the turnaround spot next to me.
Fortunately, thanks to our previous hospitable meeting, he was
still smiling and our relationship wasn’t tarnished.

I have since been back to Auerfarm several times and
completed a “Kilo” award logging 1,000+ QSOs with only 6
activations. My average at this park is 171, but I “cheated” by
using a special event call sign during 2 activations. That helped
my count, as | was an operator for WSS celebrating President
Eisenhower’s birthday. Thanks, Ike!

In conclusion, there are two POTA lessons here. The first is
to take great care to foster relationships with park authorities
whenever possible. It might help keep you out of the

weeds down the road. The second is to accept or search out
opportunities to operate special events. They can act as force
multipliers while attracting huge pileups on the air.



Hit the Trail



Gale PFond

New England Trail in Penwood State Park (US-1706
Metacomet Trail Section




US-4561 on top (green) & US-4582 below (yellow)
park in circle (blue) for a 2-fer




Metacomet Section of New England Trail (US-4561)

marks for trail turning right
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WV1W Trail Activation
BYO table & chair



POTA in the Woods



40/20m Linked Vertical with Throw Line and Weight



40/20m Linked Vertical with Radials

FT-891 ~4.7 #



Lunch Bag Packed

rig on bottom - battery in upper pouch
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Metacomet Section of the New England Trail



POTA at the Beach

O o

Silver Sands State Park (US-1716)



Marconi Beach - National Seashore (US-0672)
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Marconi Station circa 202-3 -



There are other possibly more efficient solutions like a different
antenna. With the exception of some half-wave designs and
familiar J-pole antennas, most verticals rely on a counterpoise
system external to the radiating element to function properly.
This is usually in the form of radials, a set of wires deployed
below the base of the main element.

Normally, radials laying directly on the ground can couple
with the earth. They don’t need to be carefully tuned for
this to work. That’s why my kit of four 16 to 18-foot radials
can successfully make contacts on 40m. They are relying
on electrical conductivity in the soil for this to happen.
Unfortunately, sandy soil found at or near the beach lacks
enough of this conductivity.

One solution is to raise the antenna base up a few feet and use
elevated radials. This requires them to be tuned, and usually
be about the same or slightly longer length as the radiating
element. Tuned radials can be just as fussy as the antenna.
That’s why I usually prefer to lay them on the ground, but this
doesn’t work so well at the beach.

There 1s another solution: use an antenna design that doesn’t
rely on a separate counterpoise but, instead, has one of its own.
The simple dipole and its close relative the inverted V are self-
contained antennas and do not need any separate radial system.
While possibly more challenging to set up, these designs can
offer the best solutions for beach-front POTA.

The trouble with most beaches is an absence of trees from
which to hang antennas. Dipoles usually need two for the
ends, and inverted V configurations need one in the center, but
sometimes even that’s a bridge too far when all you have is
tall grass. Even that’s off-limits, barely hanging on for its own
survival, and probably infested with ticks! TIP: Stay out of
beach grass.



Paracord

Tent Stake

20/10m Crossed Fan Inverted V



Inverted V Wire Antenna Lengths

USA cw cw cw INV-V
BAND | BOTTOM TOP MID LEG-FT
160 1800 2000 1900 117.0
80 3525 3600 3563 62.4
60 5332 5405 5369 41.4
40 7025 7125 7075 31.4
30 10100 10150 10125 22.0
20 14025 14150 14088 15.8
17 18068 18110 18089 12.3
15 21025 21200 21113 10.5
12 24890 24930 24910 8.9
10 28000 28300 28150 7.9
USA SSB SSB SSB INV-V
BAND | BOTTOM TOP MID LEG-FT
160 1800 2000 1900 117.0
80 3800 4000 3900 57.0
40 7175 7300 7238 30.7
20 14225 14350 14288 15.6
17 18110 18168 18139 12.3
15 21275 21450 21363 10.4
12 24930 24990 24960 8.9
10 28300 29700 29000 7.7
10T 28300 28500 28400 7.8

General Class Frequencies in KHz

10T = Technician Class Frequencies
Bold = Lengths for 20/10m Design Shown

Inverted V Angle = 45 Degrees

Leg Lengths in Feet
Overall Length = Leg x 2

Always Cut Long - Trim to Resonance




The “hot” sides on both bands are connected to the coax center
conductor, and the opposite sides are connected to the braid.

You don’t need a balun, but you could use a 1:1 voltage balun
if you have one and are so inclined. None of my antennas
include a balun, and they work just fine with thousands of
QSOs proving one isn’t required for success and fun on the air.

You need 47 feet of wire to make the 20/10m crossed fan. You
could buy 25 feet of speaker wire or zip cord and split it down
the middle and have more than enough to make all 4 elements.

Element lengths for SSB or CW/digital frequencies should be
about the same as for an inverted-V listed in the table on the
previous page. For SSB frequencies, 20m elements should be
15 ft 7 in long and 10m elements should be 7 ft 10 in long.
CW/digital operators should add a couple inches to each wire.

Expect some interaction between the two bands, and
experimentation with trimming may be required.

Some readers may wonder just how a fan dipole works. The
answer 1s simple. Those elements who’s resonant frequency
matches that being either received or transmitted absorb

or transfer most of the energy. The non-resonant wires are
basically ignored. This is a good example of the magic of
resonance and why it is so important to antenna design.

TIP: You could make a 40/20m crossed fan instead. This
design is included in The POTA Antenna Book. It would take
up much more room and result in very different propagation
with close-in NVIS contacts on 40m but also omnidirectional
long distance contacts on 20m.

This 1s because the 40m elements are only a small fraction of a
wavelength above the ground. The 40/20m hybrid design can
work for both POTA and EmComm.



Camping POTA



Yaesu FT-301S
10-watt QRP HF Transceiver



Of course, if I were to repeat this camping trip today, I’d do a
few things differently. First off, I’d be taking a more compact
and modern radio, my Yaesu FT-891. If I owned a QRP rig that
might be an option, but I don’t have one right now.

Second, I’d expect to make a lot more contacts than the couple
dozen back in 1991. My average activation now is over 70
QSOs. This will require a lot more power than a 4 amp-hour
weed whacker battery. My main POTA battery is a 20Ah
LiFePO4, which might be plenty for a weekend outing.

If I was planning for a week-long camping trip, a solar panel
and charge controller would likely be the best solution since
the motor on our current boat doesn’t have an alternator. If it
did, that could supply enough power to recharge the battery.

Finally, I know there are plenty of trees at most campsites,
so a wire antenna would offer a good contact-to-weight ratio.
Rather than pack separate ones for each band, they would be
combined in a single stacked design. This antenna is like my
linked vertical but covers more bands using sections simply
bolted together instead of using more complicated links.

Start with a basic 10m ground plane. The radiating element
has a banana plug on the bottom end and a ring terminal on the
top end. The banana plug can go into a standard double-female
“barrel” connector for a coax run to your rig. A piece of thin
nylon line or paracord ties onto the ring terminal for hoisting.
Clip a few radials onto the barrel connector, plug in coax, and
you’re on the air. Simple!

Now, we can add optional bands, one at a time. Next up is
15m. This is a piece of wire just under 3 feet long with ring
terminals on both ends. Bolt the 15m element’s bottom to the
top of the 10m element and tie the nylon line to the top ring.



10m 15m 17m 20m 40m
99 33 23 42 191

SSB Stacked Vertical Wire Segments

dimensions in inches

5-Band SSB Stacked Vertical

showing all sections bolted together



10m

12m 15m 17m | 20m | 30m

40m

100

13 20 22 44 78

120

CW/Digital Stacked Vertical Wire Segments

dimensions in inches

Clip-on Radials Are Part of this Antenna Kit




Campsite POTA

stacked vertical deployed



Mountaintop POTA

Mohawk Mountain Tower



With a little planning and preparation, we can put the altitude
of a mountaintop to good use during POTA activations. Here
in New England, Mt. Mansfield in VT, Mt. Washington in NH,
Mt. Greylock in MA, and Mohawk Mountain in CT come to
mind as good places to try VHF POTA. There are several ways
to accomplish this.

You could obviously call CQ POTA on national simplex
frequencies like 146.52 and 446.00 MHz. That might result
in a few QSOs if you're lucky. There are things you can do to
increase your potential audience. Obviously, you should spot
yourself. If you can’t do this, maybe have a buddy spot you.

We have a fairly active club repeater that happens to be on top
of the same hill as Talcott Mountain State Park (US-1724).
There’s a ham repeater on Mt. Mansfield in VT as well. You
can’t use a repeater to make legitimate POTA contacts, but you
can use it to scare people out of the woodwork to meet you

on a simplex channel or even on an HF frequency. This works
especially well when the folks on the repeater know you and
want to help. It works even better if they’re also into POTA
and are equally vested in making POTA contacts.

My next suggestion takes the last one to a new level. Let’s say
you don’t want to drag folks off the repeater to make POTA
contacts. You don’t need to! I have my HT and mobile rigs
programmed with a simplex channel on the repeater’s output.

I also have them programmed with an “upside-down” channel
transmitting on the same frequency as the repeater’s output but
listening on the repeater’s input. I’ll make a call on the repeater
like, “Hey, I’m going to see who can hear me on direct.” Then
I’ll switch to the upside-down channel and call “CQ POTA,
anyone hear me?” If someone comes back, I will hear them

on the input. Since this QSO did not go through the repeater,
it’s a legitimate POTA contact. You shouldn’t try this when the
repeater is busy.
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Yaesu FT-991A HF/VHF/UHF Transceiver



Icom IC-7100
2-part HF/VHF/UHF transceiver

Icom IC-706MKIIG
compact HF/VHF/UHF transceiver



Yaesu made a similar mobile rig called the FT-857D which
may be found on the used market. Yaesu claimed it to be “the
world’s smallest HF/VHEF/UHF mobile transceiver.” In the
latest “D” iteration it included the 60-meter (5 MHz) band,
plus the previously-optional DSP circuitry. A friend of mine
18 very happily using a FT-857D for POTA which replaced an
1C-706.

All of the radios mentioned have separate antenna jacks for
HF and VHF/UHE. This lets you have the best of both worlds:
your portable HF antenna for regular contacts, and a high-gain
mobile antenna for mountaintop opportunities.

If you have a sturdy tripod stand like those used for DJ
speakers, you could even set up a base station VHF/UHF
antenna for portable operation. My choices would include a
collinear vertical like Comet’s GP1 (about $75) or GP3 (about
$95). Diamond offers equivalent models in their X30 and X50.

Generally, I would avoid those models (from either company)
which have multiple sections as the threaded joint between
them can be prone to problems and failures down the road.

For serious long-distance VHF or UHF work, a beam-type
“yagi” would be recommended. You forfeit omnidirectional
coverage for significantly more gain. Unless you have
experience constructing things from aluminum tubing, I
recommend serious VHF and UHF operators invest in a
commercial yagi from one of the reputable antenna companies.

Lastly, mountaintops can provide horizon-to-horizon visibility
which also makes them great places to try satellite POTA.
Many of the newer “birds™ can even be accessed with HTs.
Satellites communications take some practice to become
proficient with, but this can be very rewarding and add a new
dimension to your enjoyment of the hobby.
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POTA on the Water

Precision-18



HF Station in the Cabin
Dentron tuner with Yaesu FT-891 transceiver



Stern-mounted Hamstick

U1-size Battery
in padded bag with zippered compartment



S/V Fantome off of Dominica
before lost at sea in 1998 during Hurricane Mitch



Urban POTA



. ke E
Urban POTA Station on US-4582
author taking advantage of a marble bench



Portable Station: FT-891 & Small Laptop Computer
12-volt battery is out of sight on the ground



Parks on the Air
Amateur Radio Station

WV1W

Sample POTA Sign




6-pin mini-DIN to 3.5mm TRRS

data cable for some Yaesu rigs



Portable FT8 Setup
12 Ah battery, Yaesu FT-891, Lenovo 10-inch tablet



WMA POTA



Plan your visit appropriately as the WMA might not be suitable
for a day-long activation and will even be out-of-the-question
for some operators, particularly those with a handicap.

Be mindful of the time of year you visit WMAs. [ totally avoid
WMAs during hunting seasons. The absence of a parked car
doesn’t mean there aren’t others in the area. They might be
wearing camouflage clothing to blend in with foliage for bird
watching or hunting. Unless you activate from inside your car,
it would be a good idea to wear clothing in vibrant colors that
don’t exist in nature, like a bright orange cap and/or vest.

Be aware that WMAs exist to protect wildlife that can be
hazardous to your health like bears and poisonous snakes, to
name a couple. They can also be perfect habitats to encounter
ticks and mosquitoes. While topical insect repellents work
well, also consider using Permethrin applied to your clothing.

Expect that you may encounter poisonous vegetation such as
poison ivy, oak, sumac and other nasty plants. The real name-
of-the-game when out in the wild is “situational awareness.”

As for activating challenges, one area [ visited did not have
enough clear space on the ground to lay out the half dozen
radials I normally deploy with my vertical antenna system.

I solved this problem by using an antenna called a T2LT

or Tuned Transmission Line Trap vertical dipole that does

not require a counterpoise. Like a typical dipole, the design
includes two quarter wavelength (Y4A) sections except they are
arranged one above the other and are end-fed instead of side-
by-side and fed in the middle like a horizontal or “V” antenna.

One disadvantage of a T2LT is the requirement for a support.
While a suitable tree limb could easily work in many sites,
some operators will need a mast to deploy this antenna. It is
also mono-band, so you might want to carry more than one.
The T2LT design is not practical for 30m or lower bands.






Bicycle POTA

Wine on a Nantucket Beach
circa 1983 - XYL on right



A year later, I planned our return to Nantucket. She was
excited to go back, but there was a catch. We weren’t bringing
a car, and everything had to be packed and carried on our bikes
for the trip from the ferry dock to our bed and breakfast.

This necessitated the purchase of special suitcases called
panniers that attached to the “Blackburn” racks we installed on
our bikes. Everything worked as planned. We didn’t need to
ride bikes in pouring rain to our lodging (which was certainly
possible), and she came home with an engagement ring that
she still wears. Now, 39 years later, she 1s NIGDW and
hopefully will enjoy finally being included in one of my books.

Packing to travel via bicycle for POTA will be very different. It
will include carrying delicate electronics instead of jeans and
T-shirts. It will involve many technical decisions instead of
being prepared for a chilly day or the possibility of rain. You
should consider rescheduling a bicycle POTA outing if rain is
forecast. There are too many things that could go off the rails.

So, what do you bring and how should you pack 1t? That is
the substance of this chapter. Regarding your radio, physical
(not electrical) shocks from bumps in the road meeting high-
pressure tires should be your biggest concern.

Good padding 1s essential. Operators with large budgets can
mvest in special padded and water-proof containers sometimes
referred to as Pelican cases. Discounted versions of similar
boxes can be found at places like Harbor Freight.

I use an insulated lunch bag purchased at a local supermarket.
It 1sn’t as elegant or protective as a Pelican-type box, but it
works when carried in a handlebar-suspended bag that also
provides shock-absorbing capabilities.

The battery might be similarly sensitive, as modern LiFePO4
packs contain battery management circuity. All come from
China, and they aren’t known for military-grade durability.



CCRT in Brewster, Massachusetts



Old South Dennis Cemetery
WRC with mil-style whip attached to fence



RV POTA

Yaesu ATAS-120A



UHF-Type Mirror Mount & Bulkhead Connector



Ilcom AH-4 Remote Antenna Tuner



River POTA

Kayaks at Haddam Island State Park (US-1673)



Eddyline Equinox Kayak

Hard Sided Waterproof Box



Inexpensive Plastic Ammo-type Box
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lcom IC-705
QRP HF/VHF/UHF transceiver



Gillette Castle State Park
RIVER CAMPING

Reservations can be made online at
reservesmerica. com

Connecticut River POTA Station



Desert POTA



Roving POTA

PARK QSOs | P2Ps
US-1729 Windsor Meadows 13 4
US-1706 Penwood 13 0
US-4561 New England Trail 13 0
US-1724 Talcott Mountain 12 0
US-0882 Farmington River 14 1
US-1721 Stratton Brook 16 5
US-6861 Great Pond 14 4
US-6862 Horse Guard 15 3
US-4582 Wash-Roch Trail 10 7
US-7527 Sunset Rock 18 6
TOTALS 138 30

NE1D & WV1W October 2023 Rove




Trunk Based Station for Rove Activations






Buddy POTA



Buddy POTA with KB1ZKK
two-station setup at Windsor Meadows (US-1729)



_ POTA Meetup with KD1JT & K1DFS
near the Farmington River (US-0882)

K1DFS operating POTA Station WV1W



Field Day POTA

Field Day Pavilion on Talcott Mtn (US-1724)



Jim (KC1FNM) & Tina (KC1MTH) on Field Day
BARC club president and secretary



Winter POTA

Wlnter Activation at Wlndsor Meadows (US 1729)
Tent Pole Vertical on Tripod Mount



s T ™

Eskimb Shelter POTA Shack

-

KC3JAS “Snug as a Bug in a Rug”



Tent Pole Vertical on Tripod Mount



R’ :
WRC and Super Antenna Tripod Mounts

Workman QRCS3 with Firestik K-4A
jaw clamp with 3/8-24 mounting stud



FT-891 Dashboard Station

during in-car winter activation



P2P POTA



Jim (KC1FNM) Operating Station WV1W



POTA DX



Unless you know in advance that conditions will be favorable
for DX, for me it usually happens by accident. Just like
operating a home station, you might notice that bands have
“opened up” and you are receiving signals from far away.
Sometimes this is an all-of-a-sudden thing, and beware that
conditions can fade just as fast. To take advantage of this
opportunity, you have to “strike while the iron is hot.”

Such was the case while [ was activated at Gillette Castle
State Park (US-1672). I packed a minimum of POTA gear that
day since | was accompanying my wife on a kayak outing.
Besides my rig, tuner, and analyzer (in the same bag) I had my
LiFePO4 battery and 40/20m linked vertical antenna kit which
includes a throw line and weight plus 2 sets of clip-on radials.

Just like someone flipped a switch, bands came alive. I
switched over to 10m and heard strong signals coming in from
Europe. The problem was, I didn’t have a 10m antenna!

I did some quick math using the calculator on my phone.
234/28.3 MHz = 8.27 So, I needed a wire 8 feet 3 inches
long. I could have cut the lower section of my linked vertical,
but I had a better option: sacrifice one of the radials. It didn’t
take long to approximate the length, cut the wire, and attach a
banana plug borrowed from the end of my linked vertical.

SWR was usable but higher at the top of the band than at the
low end, so I knew the wire was too long. Trimming a couple
inches at a time, I got the SWR down to 1.2:1 at 28.4 MHz.

I tried spotting myself in the Technician segment of 10m and
called CQ several times. This only produced a couple QSOs.
The problem is, on 10m your skipped signal can hit very small
targets. The solution was to stop calling CQ and hunt others.
Almost every time I found someone calling CQ I was able to
make contact. It seemed that if I could hear them, they could
hear me just as well, and it turned into a great activation.



Secret POTA

My Favorite POTA Spot



OK, I’ve shared it, but only with my best of POTA friends.
Do something rude, like step all over other folks hunting
me, use your 1,500 Kw amp to bust a POTA pileup, or act
unprofessional on the air, and you’re off my very short list.

What’s my point? It is really simple: treat people the way
you would like to be treated. Being a nice operator can be
contagious. Let’s hope so. The POTA community is growing.

Etiquette should extend from the park to your on-the-air
presence. It 1s my belief that POTA operators can and should
set the standard for good behavior and operating practices.
Fortunately, my experiences have demonstrated this to be the
case most of the time.

It can be particularly challenging during contest weekends.
Not only are the bands extra busy, but it is often impossible
to know when you are causing interference, particularly to

a nearby station you can’t hear because it is too close. In
the interest of being good ham citizens, if alerted, it would
certainly be better to simply move off frequency and re-spot
yourself than to cause interference to another operator.

This 1s especially true of established nets. There are lots of
them, so don’t expect to know where they all are. Just QSY
when politely requested. One you should always avoid is the
Maritime Service Net (14.300 MHz). This is where boaters
might call for help, and where land stations listen on HF for
marine emergencies in addition to VHF marine channel 16.

Out of courtesy, avoid SSTV calling frequencies on 7.170 and
14.230 MHz. SSTV is basically QRM to POTA anyway.

Please take the high road, especially since re-spotting is very
easy and effective in bringing traffic to your frequency. The
spotting site updates every 60 seconds, and hunters will find
you soon enough. It is amazing how well the system works.
Nuff said.



Packing POTA to Fly



RG-316 Coax



TalentCell 12Ah LiFePO4 Battery
153.6Wh specified on the label



Battery Clips to Powerpoles® Adapter
for running a rig directly from the car’s battery

Cigarette Lighter Plug to Powerpoles® Adapter



SOTA, WWFF, and Lighthouses



World Wide Flora & Fauna in Amateur Radio (WWEFF) is an
organization that involves sites having considerable overlap
with POTA. Many times I have worked operators activating
parks recognized by both programs.

Like POTA and SOTA, WWEEF is also international. What
makes WWEFF unique is its purpose: “draw attention to
the importance of protecting nature, flora and fauna, and
to encourage the development of radio skills, especially in
portable operations.”

The Flora and Fauna movement actually began with the
Russian Robinson Club which later grew into the WWFF
program we know today. Like POTA, WWEFF includes
activators and hunters but also short wave listeners as well.

Similar to POTA, operation from vehicles and generators are
both permitted. Interested operators should visit their website
for complete info and to download their rules document:

wwit.co

If you are interested in activating lighthouses, there are a few
organizations which encourage participation in that activity.

World Lighthouses On The Air (WLOTA) is a program that
began in France. Their website is at:

www.wlota.com

The International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend is an annual
event. Learn more at their website:

illw.net

The Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society hosts QSO parties and
other events. They also maintain a worldwide list of sites:

arlhs.com and wlol.arlhs.com



Expect the Unexpected




The format was simple. Each brother had just a few minutes
to share where they were living, some family details, and what
they were up to: working/retired, and recent activities.

When it came around to brother Len Lavenda, he shared that
he had just gotten his ham radio license. A bit later, when the
circle advanced to me, I mentioned to Len that I was also a
ham and that we should make a “sked” to meet on the air.

Two months later, I was activated at Talcott Mountain State
Park (US-1724). After a pileup that lasted over an hour with
almost 50 QSOs, things slowed so I could engage in actual
conversations. Out of the blue, I had a call from KC3OND.
When I asked the operator for his QTH and he answered
Stroudsburg, PA, I said that [ knew a guy there, and maybe
they had connected on the local repeater. Then I recognized his
voice. “Len?” “Don, Is that you?”

Len had recently bought an Icom IC-7300. He had just put

up a 75m dipole in the back yard that afternoon. This was his
very first HF contact ever, and it was with a fraternity brother.
He was just tuning across the band and ran into me calling CQ
completely by accident.

How cool is that! Given the number of available frequencies
we are authorized to use, even the number of bands that

I activate on, It was statistically more likely for us to
coincidentally meet at a gas station on an interstate highway
than on the air during his first ever ham radio QSO.

Since then we’ve had several enjoyable conversations on the
air, and last year we met at Kent Falls (US-1686) for lunch and
a hike with our wives. While there, I also gave Len a quick
POTA demo with 33 QSOs and 6 P2Ps in about a half hour.

Len is now a communications guru for Stroudsburg’s Red
Cross chapter, and we share radio and family tidbits regularly.
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POTA at Wadsworth Falls (US-1726)



Hood-Top POTA Station (US-1721)

Bear at US-1721



Bear at US-1706

picnic table provides size reference






Hood-top POTA
rig powered by car battery



Ice on Connecticut River in Early Spring



This story is actually about a group of encounters which I am
sharing only to increase awareness of a danger more likely to
affect our YL and XYL operators.

I’ll begin the story on 25 January of 2022. [ was activated at
Windsor Meadows (US-1729) in Bloomfield when I contacted
Bean (KC1MEB) and Shawn (KCINQE) P2P. They were
doing a POTA rove at several parks about 20 minutes away
from me in Simsbury. I tossed out the idea that we meet up
somewhere before they headed to their next park. We had all
worked each other many times but had never met in-person.
They agreed, so I wrapped up my activation ASAP and headed
to Simsbury.

We reconnected on VHF simplex, and I suggested we converge
on a parking spot just south of a bridge over the Farmington
River on CT-185. After the exchange of greetings I said, “Hey,
you guys want to POTA?” They both said, “Where?” I replied,
“Right here!” With quizzical looks on both faces, I explained
that we were only a few feet from a section of water which

had recently been added to the Wild and Scenic River system
(US-0882). Our QSOs on 2m had actually been P2Ps and they
didn’t even know it!

This 1s only important to the story in that our face-to-face
exchange helped solidify an already present on-air friendship.
A month or two later, Bean called me on 40m during an
activation. She mentioned that she too was activated, so |
logged the QSO as P2P.

Then, I noticed that she wasn’t spotted. When I offered to
spot her she said, “NO! Can I give you a phone call?”” Bean
explained off-the-air that someone had been stalking her.
Apparently, a guy was watching the POTA spotting page and
showing up in his pickup truck at her activations. When it
happened several times in close succession, she figured out
what was going on, and she was terrified.



Sara “Bean” Lefebvre
KC1MEB (SK)



Bobcat
Attribution: Bill W Ca at English Wikipedia



Videos to Watch



POTA on Social Media



Useful Links

Visit
wvlw.us/links
for info on stuff in the book

Reading a paperback or Kindle Paperwhite?
Visit the links page to see photos in color!

Register your book for FREE updates at
wvlw.us/register



Meet the Author




Sample POTA Checklist



Suggested POTA Frequencies

BAND BOTTOM TOP
80m 3.803 3.999
40m 7178 7.299
20m 14.226 14.347
17m 18.111 18.165
15m 21.276 21.447
12m 24.931 24.987
10m 28.301 29.697

10m (T) 28.301 28.497

Suggested SSB POTA Frequencies

BAND BOTTOM TOP
80m 3.5255 3.5995
40m 7.0255 7.1245
30m 10.1005 10.1495
20m 14.0255 14.1495
17m 18.0685 18.110
15m 21.0255 21.1995
12m 24.8905 24.930
10m 28.0005 28.300

Suggested CW POTA Frequencies




Phonetic Alphabet



If you liked this book...

The only complete guide to POTA!

Successful

POTA
The WV1iW Illustrated Guide to

Parks On The Air
by

Don Dickey

For All Levels - Tech to Extra

This book pays for itself in time and $$$ saved!



For even more antennas...

Be sure to check out...

POTA
ANTENNA

BOOK

A Complete Guide
to Portable Antennas

by
Don Dickey
WV1iw

For All Levels - Tech to Extra

Chock full of more POTA antenna stuff:



Parks On The Air activations will
challenge your ability to cope with
a variety of issues on-the-fly. The
examples shared in this book offer
concepts to help you solve problems
and have fun in the outdoors. It's
time to POTA, anywhere—anytime!
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